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September 6, 2015 

Who among us does not enjoy being flattered?  Someone pays you a compliment about your 

looks or notices a kind act you did or raves about your cooking.  To which you sheepishly reply: 

“Aw thanks, it was nothing.  You are so nice.  Anyone could have done that.”  But inside, are you 

thinking something else? 

Could it be that we are not always outwardly what we are inwardly?  Could it be that what we 

say or do doesn’t always line up with our true motives and our real intentions?  Could it be that 

we present ourselves one way but embrace something altogether different in our heart of 

hearts? 

Announcement, Announcement: Everyone struggles with this matter of pretending we’re 

something we aren’t.  Whatever name you want to call it – hypocritical, Pharisaic, fakery, 

phoniness – it’s all the same.  At the end of the day, each of us struggles with the real us. 

Thankfully, Christ died for the real you.  He took those sins of deception and buried 

them.  Instead of insincerity, we have the privilege to be genuine and true as we model 

Him.  Since He sees us for what we are and has fully accepted us – we have no need to present 

ourselves as something we’re not.  So, what is it that you need to expose today?  What mask do 

you need to take off?  Let Christ live through you – fully and sincerely! 

 

September 13, 2015 

You’re sitting in your home when all of sudden you hear it go off.  It’s so loud, it’s almost 

terrifying.  But the blaring of this sound is a warning that a tornado has been spotted and you 

should prepare accordingly. 

You’re driving down the highway with your music playing when flashing lights appear in your 

rear view mirror.  After nearly losing the contents of your stomach, you quickly turn the music 

down and for the first time hear the siren.  It’s a police car that’s now passing you and racing 

toward another car ahead. 



You’re standing near the street talking with a neighbor when a quick series of “beep, beep, 

beep” sound out.  Unbeknownst to you, a trash truck is backing up right where you are 

positioned and the driver doesn’t see you. 

We can be thankful for the warning sounds which alert us to imminent danger.  Whether or not 

we are ultimately in harm’s way, we are grateful for this sound of caution.  Yes, it might be a bit 

too loud, but better too loud than not loud enough. 

The Bible is filled with sirens going off – figuratively speaking.  Through Scripture, God sounds the 

alarm for humanity to awake from their spiritual stupor and turn to Him.  His warnings are a 

matter of life and death and failure to heed them can be lethal.  Indeed, as the motto goes, “If 

you snooze you lose.”  Are you? 

 

September 20, 2015 

You’re sitting in your home when all of sudden you hear it go off.  It’s so loud, it’s almost 

terrifying.  But the blaring of this sound is a warning that a tornado has been spotted and you 

should prepare accordingly. 

You’re driving down the highway with your music playing when flashing lights appear in your 

rear view mirror.  After nearly losing the contents of your stomach, you quickly turn the music 

down and for the first time hear the siren.  It’s a police car that’s now passing you and racing 

toward another car ahead. 

You’re standing near the street talking with a neighbor when a quick series of “beep, beep, 

beep” sound out.  Unbeknownst to you, a trash truck is backing up right where you are 

positioned and the driver doesn’t see you. 

We can be thankful for the warning sounds which alert us to imminent danger.  Whether or not 

we are ultimately in harm’s way, we are grateful for this sound of caution.  Yes, it might be a bit 

too loud, but better too loud than not loud enough. 

The Bible is filled with sirens going off – figuratively speaking.  Through Scripture, God sounds the 

alarm for humanity to awake from their spiritual stupor and turn to Him.  His warnings are a 

matter of life and death and failure to heed them can be lethal.  Indeed, as the motto goes, “If 

you snooze you lose.”  Are you? 

 

September 27, 2015 

The death of a loved one, the collapse of a financial portfolio, the breakdown in a marital 

relationship, the leaking of a roof, the entrance of disease or illness, the downsizing of a 

company and the resulting job losses.  Life is filled with hardship and heartache.  It’s the reality of 

living in a broken world! 

Unfortunately, when calamity or catastrophe enters our picture, we often default by looking 

around instead of up.  As we do, the size of the circumstances only increase as our faith reverts 

to sight; that is, we walk by sight and so the picture gets murkier. 



Overwhelmed and overcome, we slide God to the corner and major on our trouble.  Though we 

know in theory that He is big, what we practice isn’t that.  We may even subtly delete Him from 

the equation as we scurry for human insight and resources.  We continue to look around and 

even in without pausing to look up. 

Unfortunately, the muck of life leads us to question God – His love, goodness, and 

compassion.  We thought everything was supposed to be less problematic and more tranquil 

with Him.  So why isn’t He doing His part?  How much more can I handle? 

Know this, that God’s love is unconditional and completely consistent.  It does not ebb and flow 

but showers itself upon you in abundance.  Reinsert God into your circumstances.  After all, it’s 

not exactly as if He ever left them or you!  He still loves you. 

 


