
 

 

 

 

 
 

A Minute with Pastor 

April 2015 

 

April 5, 2015 - Resurrection Sunday 

They are two very different days on the calendar.  One smells of death and defeat; the other 

lingers in vivacity and victory.  The one leaves a taste of desperation and distress; the other leads 

to celebration and commemoration.  The one concludes with hopelessness; the other begins 

with hopefulness. 

It’s Good Friday versus Resurrection Sunday.  It’s the day God breathed His last breath versus the 

day God breathed again.  It’s the day Satan lived for versus the day the Savior lives 

again.  Indeed, it’s the day when all seemed lost versus the day that anyone can now be 

saved.  What a difference! 

And to think, only a span of hours differentiates these two days.  But what connects them is quite 

incredible too.  For though He hung on a cross and was placed in a tomb, the cross is now bare 

and the tomb is now empty.  What Christ endured for a moment (i.e. day) in time, we reap for all 

eternity.  Without the cross, there would have been no need for a tomb and without the empty 

tomb there would have been no merit of a cross. 

So when you look this day at the tomb, are you living on Good Friday or Resurrection Sunday?  In 

other words, do you see a good yet dead man or a risen Savior?  If He is not risen, then you 

remain dead in your sins.  And if (since) He is risen yet you have not believed, then you remain 

on Good Friday, dead in sin. 

April 12, 2015 

Don’t you just love being told what to do?  Don’t you live for rules and regulations, codes and 

conducts, directives and dictates?  Don’t you just relish one more procedure from the 

manual?  No!  A thousand times over, no! 

Actually, there may be a scant few strange folks who do delight in the tedious and defined and 

find satisfaction in the “letter of the law,” but most of us do not.  We like some measure of free 

expression and room to maneuver without the constraints and restraints of mandates.  After all, 

isn’t creativity stunted when we are not allowed to truly express ourselves?  And least that’s what 

some behaviorists propose. 

Truth is, without structure and directives, chaos would dominate.  Imagine this world without all 

the gravitational forces at work, not to mention the rotational and atmospheric “rules” in 



play.  Without them, we would find ourselves in one huge mess.  Actually, we would not even be 

able to inhabit this planet without all these physical laws of the universe. 

So it should not surprise us that the well-being of humanity is predicated on the structured order 

of life that God Himself has established through directives in the Bible called 

commands.  Without such commands, man would do what is what in his own eyes.  What would 

result from that endeavor?  One big mess! 

April 19, 2015 

“We need to talk!”  That request from the person across the room from you or on the telephone 

line with you carries some element of urgency and gravity.  Whatever has to be communicated 

needs to occur very soon – with implications and consequences attached to it 

Perhaps it is with a very good friend.  It may be with your boss or supervisor.  Possibly it is your 

pastor or a family member.  Whoever the individual, the concern is great with this concerned 

one and by inference, becomes important to you.  Whether or not you know what’s coming, 

you begin to brace yourself. 

But imagine that the person making this request is none other than God Himself.  This 

conversation outweighs any other.  What He has to say will forever impact your life and leave a 

lasting imprint.  Welcome to Israel’s world as she stood before the mountain of God to receive 

the “Ten Commandments.”  These ten words would be their “code of conduct” as they journey 

in the wilderness and onto the land of promise. 

God wants this “talk” with you too.  And every time you open the Bible, He initiates this talk with 

you as He shares His will and His way.  Friend, are you looking for signs and experiences instead 

of what He has already declared.  Instead of looking around, look into His Word for that “talk.” 

April 26, 2015 

It isn’t too difficult to be consumed in our own challenges and struggles.  After all, decisions need 

to be made, bills need to be paid, projects need to be finished, appointments need to be kept, 

chores need to be accomplished, plans need to be honored, and paperwork needs to be 

filed.  It’s a really busy life, isn’t it? 

None of us struggle to fill 24 hours each day with 24 hours of stuff.  We cram, squeeze, stretch, 

push and force everything possible into those 24 hours each day.  It’s no wonder we are stressed 

out and overwhelmed.  We’re trying to keep too many balls in the air and too many plates 

spinning at the same time. 

Could it be that some of our activities are too me-centered?  That some of what we are 

accomplishing is too me-driven?  Even the seeming pursuit of helping others could be with a 

motive to please man or gain recognition.  The increase in work hours and added demands on 

the job could be with a motive to accumulate even more possessions or secure a retired life of 

se.  Be careful why you purpose to be busy! 

If the two “Great Commands” are to love God and love your neighbor, then perhaps it’s time to 

reexamine how well that’s going.  Have you been a little too focused on your own plan in-stead 

of His plan?  Worship God and minister to your neighbor. 

 


