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June 7, 2015 

Until we breathe our last breath, the final chapter has yet to be completed.  For most, there are 

additional chapters before the final one is written.  Some of these are short and serious, others 

are long and tedious. 

Each year of life before us overflows with challenges and hurdles.  Though we might prefer to 

have a few more mundane moments in light of the major matters, everything that arrives is God-

appointed and thus God-conditioned.  He does not send anything our way which He Himself will 

not accompany us through. 

Despite only three years of His public life chronicled, the gospels detail an amazing array of 

demands and difficulties for Jesus.  From ridicule to rejection, from belittlement to betrayal, from 

sarcasm to scorn, from irritation to isolation, and from affliction to assault, He experienced it 

all.  And yet He never shrunk back from fulfilling the mission in which His Father had sent Him. 

Beloved, this same God is at work in you.  You are not the Son of God but you are a son of 

God.  He is with you, has gone before you, and looks after you.  He has planned your steps and 

arranged them to bring glory to Him and blessing to you.  Embrace the journey, for He will not 

give you more than He and you can handle.  Finish the race; don’t stop short. 

 

June 14, 2015 

Seeking to plant a tree in the front yard, I head to the local nursery and purchase one that will 

complement the landscaping.  Arriving home, I plop it on the front yard.  “There, I’m done.  Now 

grow!”  How silly that would be to simply leave the tree on top of the ground and not prepare 

the soil for its entrance! 

But what if I do put the work in as I dig the hole, add fertilizer and water, yet leave the tree still 

encased in its original wrapping and still sitting on top of the ground?  Despite my preparation, it 

won’t matter if I don’t lower it into the hole and reconnect it to the earth and allows its roots to 

spread out. 

 



Could it be that some of our attempts at witnessing are quite similar?  We read some 

challenging and convicting passages of scripture, but do nothing about them.  We pour through 

a book on evangelism, than put it on our bookshelf.  Or, perhaps we do reach out to a neighbor 

and even begin to build a relationship, but do not turn the conversation to spiritual matters, let 

alone to an eternal relationship with the Savior.  What good will that ultimately do? 

If the second great command is to love your neighbor (Mt. 22:39), what’s holding you back from 

sharing with them the greatest news involving the greatest gift?  If His love has been poured out 

in you (Romans 5:5), why keep the faucet turned off? 

 

June 21, 2015 

Fatherhood – a role grayed and skewed over time, yet remains one of the highest callings on a 

man.  It is a position filled with great privilege and yet great responsibility.  Though perhaps 

entered into lightly, its impact is anything but minor. 

A father is to protect, as a shepherd his sheep.  Though some sheep are strong-willed, some are 

lazy, some are wayward and some are compliant, the shepherd faithfully walks amongst them 

while directing them to safe passages into green pastures. 

A father is to instruct, as a professor his students and a coach his players.  Though much of his 

training is informal, he looks for and buys up both the major and mundane moments.  Since so 

much more is caught then taught, he lives it before he speaks it. 

A father is to provide, as a lion for his cubs.  He must enter the “jungle” of his workplace and 

exercise diligence and excellence in his job assignment.  His wisely spends his wages to care for 

and sustain his family’s needs in responsible living. 

A father is to radiate and reflect, like the moon does the sun.  He is to pause and ponder 

Scripture, then exercise obedience to it.  In so doing, he models Christlikeness to those closest to 

him. 

Fatherhood: an incredible investment that yields eternal interest! 

 


