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May 3, 2015 

It's "the talk" that ever changes a group of nomads transitioning from a life of bondage to one of 

blessing in a new land of promise. It's a "way of life" that will set these people apart from how 

those around them selfishly live their lives. And it's ultimately so holy a “code of conduct” that 

none on earth could fulfill it. This oracle called the Ten Commandments would be that which 

God Himself would write on every heart to ultimately pre-pare the way for one certain man, the 

God-man, Jesus Christ. 

As essential as these "Ten Words" are to God's people, over time generations have trampled, 

ignored, stretched, modified, justified, minimized and broken every single one. The average 

Christian today barely knows half of them and keeps less than that. Despite their issuance so 

long ago, they continue to remain the "code of conduct" for every follower of God. The One 

alone who is perfectly holy calls us to be holy and as we purpose to live our lives by His Word, we 

bring glory to His name, blessing to our lives and moral preservation to our society. 

The giving of these Ten Commandments on the mountain of God was an incredible event in the 

life of Israel. And every day we live, we have the incredible opportunity to model godliness to 

the world around as we live in such a way that pleases Him. Make a difference as you live 

differently! 

 

May 10, 2015 

It’s the two words every mother longs to hear, especially when she is weary and exhausted at 

the end of the day or week.  “Eat out” and “tax refund” and “free babysitting” and spa day” 

and “the weekend” are wonderful two-word expressions.  But there’s one phrase that every 

mother, especially those who follow the Lord, long to hear! 

“Well done!”  That says it all since it shall flow from the very lips of our very Savior.  Notice, it isn’t 

first about quantity but quality.  It’s what we did with what we had.  Whether your resources 

were vast or limited, only what you were given is what you will be held accountable for.  And 

when it comes to mothering, the outcome of one’s children is so very important. 

To be sure, children do not catch everything that’s tossed their way by parents.  Yet, on the 

other hand, they really don’t miss as much as we think they do.  We live in a broken world where 



God Himself was the only perfect parent and Jesus Himself was the only perfect child.  The rest 

of us are imperfect. 

Nevertheless, the Lord has called us to make a difference and leave a mark.  So parents, 

redeem the time while it is still here.  Invest wisely in your children while class is still in 

session.  Then, leave the results to Him! 

 

May 17, 2015 

It’s been said that love makes the world go round.  Perhaps, in our day and age, that should be 

slightly altered to this: Money makes the world go round!  Indeed, our attention and concern 

with currency does tend to consume most of us. 

Think about it.  We spend 8-10 hours a day making money in the workplace.  We spend 8-10 

hours a week finding ways to spend that money: grocery shopping, fast food stopping, mall 

hopping, tip dropping and dessert topping.  We (should) spend another several hours a week 

managing it: balancing our checkbook, stretching our budget, tightening our spending. 

But it’s the pursuit of it, the seeking after it, the hunger for it that moves us off center.  When we 

consume ourselves with riches, many potholes and pitfalls emerge on this road to 

prosperity.  Money is not the root of all evil.  But something close to that is: “The love of money is 

a root of all evil” (1 Timothy 6:10).  Be careful what you fix your eyes on as you travel along the 

route of life. 

Jesus spoke many parables to His followers.  It’s not by chance that over half of them link to 

money and possessions.  Think our Lord knew the traps and snares of riches?  Think He knew what 

desires we wrestle with?  He connects the two with this: “For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also” (Mt. 6:21). 

 

May 24, 2015 

It isn’t too difficult to see how powerful the matter of money is in our everyday 

living.  Acceptance or rejection of a certain job often comes down to the pay.  Where (and 

whether) I vacation and where I eat points to what’s in my wallet.  The size of the house usually 

relates to the size of the salary.  How many children I have often boils down to what I think I can 

afford. 

Yes, money does seem to make the world go round.  Dollar bills do tend to speak.  They 

communicate to us that with more of it my happiness will escalate, that an increase in pay will 

decrease my problems, and a wealthy life will rid me of worry.  It sounds wonderful but it seldom 

delivers as advertised. 

While some might say, “I’m willing to take the risk,” little do they know the potholes and pitfalls 

that this route avails.  Jesus did. He knew the dangers this direction would take people.  It’s why 

in teaching His followers through the use of parables, that nearly half of them pertain to money 

and possessions.  And it’s why, in each of the synoptic gospels, He issued this caution: “It is easier 

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

heaven” (Matthew 19:24). 



Cute saying?  Hardly!  Instead, it’s a warning sign for whoever travels this road!  Don’t miss it as 

you speed along.  Failure to heed it can leave you heading for a dangerous curve. 

 

May 31, 2015 

It’s one of the most recognized hymns that congregations have sung through the years.  Usually, 

it is a song of commitment or consecration that is sung at the end of a worship service that calls 

me to relinquish some area of my life.  “I Surrender All” is quite the hymn of resolve. 

But is singing a hymn what it takes?  Is signing a commitment card all that’s needed?  Is “letting 

go and letting God” enough?  Have I really only outwardly exercised some action but not 

ultimately changed the attitude of my heart? 

When the army surrenders to another army, it raises a certain color of flag and waves it 

humbly.  It acknowledges that they do not have what it takes to go any further.  It asserts that 

the other party is the victor.  Friend, in order to ever become a disciple of Christ and follow Him, 

you first need to raise the white flag.  You need full surrender. 

Why is that you still struggle with resentment?  Why is it that anger still has the upper hand?  Why 

is it that money still holds you hostage?  Why is it that you need to be in control?  Why is it that 

you must avoid conflict and only have peace?  You have likely never raised the flag and 

surrendered all!  To do so means you have to deny one rather mighty entity – Self!  But to follow 

Jesus, you must first deny self (Mt. 16:24).  Nothing less will do. 

 


