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January 4, 2015 

Life is filled with constant challenges and requirements that express themselves in various ways.  I 

have to fill up the gas tank again!  Didn’t I replace that light bulb just recently?  The hair is 

getting a little sparse up top, isn’t it?  My monthly income does not seem to keep up with my 

monthly expenses.  We’re out of milk and eggs again!  

 

What’s common in each of these scenarios and countless others every day is the depletion of 

resources and products as things wear down and run out.  What once was sufficient is soon 

insufficient.  Life is about things losing life and decreasing and not about gaining life and 

increasing. 

 

Thankfully, at the end of the day, let alone our lives, one thing remains more than constant: 

God’s Word.  It never fluctuates or vacillates or depreciates because it is timeless, impeccable, 

and infallible.  It cannot be exhausted or depleted.  As the Apostle Peter declares in his latter 

days: It has all that we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). 

 

Praise God for His perfect Word.  It’s the great constant we need in a life filled with ups and 

downs; highs and lows.  Count on His promises and rest in His counsel.  It’ll keep you on solid 

ground when all other ground is sinking sand! 

 

 

January 11, 2015 

Aren’t new things great?  A new (or newly used) car to replace that dilapidated old one!  A new 

coffee maker to replace the leaky one in the kitchen.  A new pair of shoes to go along with the 

twelve other pairs in the closet J.  A new job to reinvigorate your fading skills and passions. 

 

Yes, new is good.  Before you is another new year which, in twelve months, will be another old 

year.  What will you do to make it different from other years?  How will it stand apart as a lasting 

memory?  If you’re purposeless, it’ll be just another year. 

 

The Bible schools us to redeem the time because the days are evil (Ephesians 5:16).  We cannot 

stop time but we may maximize the time.  To do that takes a plan.  How will you choose to make 

the most out of 2015? 

 

Take a look at the time you spend doing what you do.  What are some areas where you waste it 

or let it slip through your hands?  Though bodily exercise is important, why not choose a workout 

plan as you exercise yourself spiritually (1 Timothy 4:7) in 2015? 

 



Have a regular intake of scripture.  Set aside daily prayer time.  Extend acts of kindness to your 

neighbor.  Engage your spiritual gifts by serving in the church.  Share the gospel with one person 

each month.  Set some goals.  Make 2015 unforgettable! 

 

 

January 18, 2015 

It leads us to a number of reactions.  We double bolt the doors, check to see if the windows are 

locked, look in the closets and under the beds; then, we do it all again.  We refuse to travel via 

plane due to a previous scary experience with some very serious turbulence.  We sit quietly in 

the back of the room and hope no one calls on us to respond.  We dive under the bed sheets 

and declare that we’re never leaving the house again. 

 

Yes indeed, fear can be quite the paralyzer.  It can stop us in our tracks and freeze us from 

moving, talking or even breathing.  It can distort the landscape around us so that mole hills 

become mountains and people become gods.  Ultimately, it not only keeps us from striving for 

things beyond our reach but not even handling those things within our reach! 

 

How do you respond to fear?  It’s a common theme in the Bible that begins in the very first 

account with the very first couple.  It began when sin entered the world and will end when there 

will be no more sin.  But for now, how do you react when fear seeks to get the upper 

hand?  Where and who do you turn to? 

 

Consider these words from Jesus Himself: “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul.  But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Mt. 10:28). 

 

 

January 25, 2015 

Life is usually much more than just one factor.  For every “before” there is an “after.”  Partnered 

with “beginning” is an “ending.”  “Today” hangs around with “tomorrow.”  Without a “first” there 

would be no “last.”  “Inside” accompanies “outside” and “up” complements “down.”  Life is 

certainly multi-faceted and usually not one-sided. 

 

So too with the Christian life!  Salvation expects sanctification.  What God has worked in we are 

called to work out.  While we receive the Spirit, we are commanded to walk in the Spirit.  Faith 

without works is dead, since a living faith works.  Not only must you be a hearer of the Word of 

God, you must also be a doer of the Word of God.  Indeed, life in Christ isn’t one dimensional. 

 

For the Israelites, being delivered from the oppressive hand of Egypt wasn’t the totality of God’s 

plan.  Yes, they would experience relief but the Lord had something else in store.  It was not 

simply deliverance from but also deliverance to.  It was not enough to be escorted out of 

bondage but also to be escorted into freedom. 

 

Are you experiencing the fullness of the Lord?  Are you content with what you have been 

delivered from or are you also delighting in Who you have been delivered to?  You have been 

rescued from eternal death in order to fully embrace eternal life. 


